FOUNDATIONS OF BRITISH PATRIOTISM
Macaulay's schoolboy might easily have been stumped
about it in an examination paper.
And yet it is surely of overmastering importance that
at this very time, when the shadow of Bismarck had
begun to fall upon Europe, and when the balance was
beginning to tilt in favour of reaction, there should have
been added in the Western Hemisphere another member
to the world's company of democratic nations, and the
tradition of freedom made to prevail over this not
inconsiderable territory.
Nor was this the only portion of the earth's surface
in process of being made safe for Anglo-Saxon civiliza-
tion. In Australia, in South Africa, in New Zealand
democratic governments were in control, according to
the free choice of the people themselves, though in
Australia and South Africa the ultimately inevitable
process of coming together in one Dominion still waited
consummation. This, however, was a detail of minor
importance; what mattered was that the Mother
Country, whether through indifference, or by virtue of
her own inherited tradition, had conceded the utmost
possible freedom of choice to these daughter nations, and
that they freely elected to remain with her not only in
partnership, but also in the communion of those who hold
common ideals. If ever the time should come when free-
dom and popular government should be fighting for their
very right to survive, this accession of nation power to
their cause might conceivably be enough to turn the scale.
Meanwhile, in England herself, this same year, 1867,
saw these principles vindicated by the most exacting of
all conceivable tests. For it was one thing to concede
them in distant lands, as a matter of indifference or as the
line of least resistance, but it was another for the class in
possession of supreme power at home to honour them by a
voluntary surrender. And yet this was what happened
when a Parliament, representing a predominantly middle-
class electorate, threw open the franchise to the wage-
earning class in the towns, thus altering the whole
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